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U.S. FEDERALLY INSPECTED LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER AND MEAT PRODUCTION, 1997*

ITEM
W eek Ended Saturday Latest W eek

% Change
Year Ago

Year
to

Date

Percent
Change

Year AgoNov. 8 Nov. 15 Nov. 22 Nov. 29 Dec. 6

SLAUGHTER, THOUSAND

   Cattle . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 696    665    686    613    666    -5%       33,657  +Sm%     

   Calves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 32    32    31    26    34    -6%       1,442  -10%     

   Hogs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,927    1,899    1,980    1,678    1,943    +7%       84,393  -1%     

   Sheep & Lambs . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75    79    78    67    77    -5%       3,534  -6%     

PRODUCTION, MIL. LB.    

   Beef . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489.2    467.0    481.3    435.5    474.5    +1%       23,620.0  +1%     

   Veal . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6.1    6.0    5.7    4.9    6.4    -12%       297.6  -10%     

   Pork . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 367.1    363.5    378.4    319.3    371.1    +8%       15,845.7  +1%     

   Lamb & Mutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.9    5.2    5.2    4.5    5.2    -4%       235.2  -3%     

      Red Meat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 867.3    841.7    870.6    764.2    857.2    +4%       39,998.5  +1%     

* Data are prelim inary estimates for most recent two weeks slaughter and most recent three weeks production.  
SOURCE:  USDA, Market News Service. 

U.S. ESTIMATED LIVESTOCK SLAUGHTER BY CLASS, WEEK ENDING DECEMBER 6, 1997*

ITEM
W eekly

Slaughter
Thous.

Percent
Change
Yr. Ago

Percent of Total Year to
Date

Thous.

Percent
Change
Yr. Ago

Percent of Total

12/07/96 12/06/97 1996 1997

CATTLE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 666     -5%      100.0      100.0      33,657    +Sm%      100.0      100.0      

   Steers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307     -Sm%      44.3      46.2      16,274    -1%      49.0      48.4      

   Heifers . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 197     -6%      30.1      29.6      10,702    +9%      29.4      31.8      

   Cows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 149     -10%      23.7      22.4      6,031    -8%      19.6      17.9      

   Bulls & Stags . . . . . . . . . . . 12     -8%      1.9      1.8      650    -4%      2.0      1.9      

HOGS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,943    +7%      100.0      100.0      84,393    -1%      100.0      100.0      

   Barrows & Gilts . . . . . . . . . 1,863    +7%      95.6      95.9      80,969    -Sm%      95.5      96.0      

   Sows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 69     +2%      3.7      3.5      2,874    -11%      3.8      3.4      

   Stags & Boars . . . . . . . . . . 11     -17%      .7      .6      548    -14%      .7      .6      

SHEEP & LAMBS . . . . . . . . 77     -5%      100.0      100.0      3,534    -6%      100.0      100.0      

   Mature Sheep . . . . . . . . . . 4     -13%      5.8      5.3      199    -22%      6.7      5.6      

   Lambs & Yearlings . . . . . . 73     -5%      94.2      94.7      3,335    -5%      93.3      94.4      

* Data preliminary for most recent two weeks slaughter.    SOURCE:  USDA and MNS.

CATTLE ON FEED -- INVENTORIES, PLACEMENTS, MARKETINGS & OTHER DISAPPEARANCE,
1,000+ CAPACITY FEEDLOTS

STATE

DECEMBER 1
NUMBER ON FEED 1/

NOVEMBER
PLACEMENTS

NOVEMBER
MARKETINGS

OTHER DISAPPEAR-
ANCE 2/ -- NOVEMBER

1996 1997 97 / 96 1996 1997 97 / 96 1996 1997 97 / 96 1996 1997 97 / 96

1,000 head % 1,000 head % 1,000 head % 1,000 head %

Arizona * . . . . . 238   243   102    43  55   128     24  24   100    5    3    67     

California * . . . 370   410   111    70  75   107     50  45   90    5    10    200     

Colorado * . . . 1,110   1,160   105    195  210   108      160  185   116    5    5    100     

Idaho . . . . . . . 285   300   105    70  80   114     62  44   71    8    6    75     

Iowa * . . . . . . . 355   355   100    80  66   83     39  35   90    1    1    100     

Kansas * . . . . . 2,240   2,410   108    500  490   98     410  410   100    20    20    100     

Nebraska * . . 2,050   2,200   107    480  410   85     310  330   106    10    10    100     

New Mexico . . 133   120   90    29  16   55     21  11   52    4    1    25     

Oklahoma . . . . 395   430   109    87  93   107     64  68   106    3    5    167     

So, Dakota . . . 162   168   104    50  46   92     17  20   118    1    2    200     

Texas * . . . . . . 2,640   2,940   111    585  520   89     425  400   94    20    20    100     

W ashington . . 175   210   120    34  46   135     38  42   111    1    2    200     

Other Sts . . . . 480   490   102    125  100   80     75  60   80    10    0    0     

U.S. . . . . . . . . 10,633   11,436   108    2,348  2,207   94     1,695 1,674   99    93    85    91    

1/ Cattle and calves on feed are animals for slaughter market being fed a ration of grain or other concentrates and are expected to produce a carcass that
will grade select or better.   2/ Includes death losses, movement from feedlots to pastures and shipments to other feedlots for further feeding. * Historic
seven states.



CATTLE ON FEED: NUMBER PLACED ON FEED BY WEIGHT GROUP, 1,000+ CAPACITY
FEEDLOTS, BY MONTH, STATE, AND UNITED STATES, 1997

State
During November

Less 600 600-699 700-799 800 Plus Total

1996 1997 1996 1997 1996 1997 1996 1997 1996 1997

1,000 Head

Colorado 50     54     52     63     60     56     33     37     195     210     

Kansas 122     127     174     145     138     134     66     84     500     490     

Nebraska 159     110     130     119     94     86     97     95     480     410     

Texas 228     150     199     215     135     103     23     52     585     520     

Other States 250     215     125     132     110     120     103     110     588     577     

U.S. 809     656     680     674     537     499     322     378     2,348     2,207     

BEEF, CHOICE YIELD GRADE 3:   RETAIL, WHOLESALE, AND FARM VALUES

   
Year

   

Retail
price 1/

Whole-
sale

value 2/

Gross
farm

value 3/

Byproduct
allow-
ance 4/

Net
farm

value 5/

Farm-retail spread
Farmers’
share 6/

Five
market
steers

All fresh
retail
price

Total Wholesale-
retail

Farm
wholesale

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - Cents / lb - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - % $/cwt. Cents/lb.

1991 . . . 288.3 182.5 178.4 18.2 160.2 128.1 105.8 22.3 55.6 74.3 271.0

1992 . . . 284.6 179.6 180.9 19.1 161.8 122.8 105.0 17.8 56.9 75.4 266.4

1993 . . . 293.4 182.5 183.7 19.5 164.1 129.3 110.9 18.4 55.8 76.5 271.5

1994 . . . 282.9 166.7 165.9 20.4 145.5 137.4 116.2 21.2 51.0 69.2 265.0

1995 . . . 284.4 163.9 159.5 21.1 138.4 146.0 120.5 25.5 49.0 66.5 259.4

1996 . . . 280.2 158.1 156.4 21.5 134.9 145.3 122.1 23.2 48.0 65.2 252.4

1997

  Jan. . . 281.7 155.9 157.9 23.7 134.2 147.5 125.8 21.7 47.6 65.8 256.1

  Feb. . . 278.6 151.5 156.8 23.9 132.9 145.7 127.1 18.6 47.7 65.4 254.8
  Mar. . . 276.1 160.5 164.0 24.0 140.0 136.1 115.6 20.5 50.7 68.3 254.5

  Apr. . . 279.0 159.8 164.2 23.3 140.9 138.1 119.2 18.9 50.5 68.4 253.0

  May . . 280.3 162.5 162.4 21.7 140.7 139.6 117.8 21.8 50.2 67.7 253.0

  Jun. . . 277.6 156.1 153.9 20.7 133.2 144.4 121.5 22.9 48.0 64.1 251.7

  Jul. . . . 279.2 157.1 154.9 20.2 134.7 144.5 122.1 22.4 48.2 64.5 251.1

  Aug. . . 281.0 161.2 158.4 20.4 138.0 143.0 119.8 23.2 49.1 66.0 254.6
  Sep. . . 283.0 159.4 159.2 21.4 137.8 145.2 123.6 21.6 48.7 66.3 253.4

   Oct. . . 279.0 158.7 160.4 22.2 138.2 140.8 120.3 20.5 49.5 66.8 252.7
1/ Estimated weighted-average of BLS prices of retail cuts from Choice Yield Grade 3 carcass. 2/ Value of wholesale quantity equivalent to 1 lb. of retail cuts. 3/ Market value to producer for 2.4 lb. of live animal,
equivalent to l lb. of retail cuts. 4/ Portion of gross farm value attributed to edible and inedible by-products. 5/ Gross farm value minus farm by-product allowance. 6/ Percent net farm value is of retail price.  SOURCE:
Economic Research Service, USDA.

FEEDER CATTLE SUPPLY OUTSIDE FEEDLOTS

Item 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 /3 1996 /3 1997 /3 Change from
previous year

On farms January 1: 1,000 head Percent

  Calves < 500 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . 18,418    18,107    18,336    18,117    17,884    18,369    18,488    17,688  -4.3       

  Steers over 500 lbs. . . . . . . . . . 15,512    15,967    16,424    16,940    17,042    17,463    17,732    17,315  -2.4       

  Heifers over 500 lbs. 2/ . . . . . . 7,803    8,102    8,048    8,550    9,068    9,275    9,949    10,219  2.7       

    Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,733    42,176    42,808    43,607    43,994    45,107    46,169    45,222  -2.1       

On feed January 1 1/ . . . . . . . . . 11,568    12,635    11,869    12,698    12,932    12,374    12,862    13,102  1.9       

Feeder cattle outside

  feedlots on January 1 . . . . . . . 30,165    29,541    30,939    30,909    31,062    32,733    33,307    32,120  -3.6       

Slaughter January-March:

  Calves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 497    398    367    321    312    351    432    403  -6.6       

  Steers & heifers . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,428    6,228    6,402    6,221    6,495    6,662    7,085    7,037  -0.7      

    Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,925    6,626    6,769    6,542    6,807    7,013    7,517    7,440  -1.0       
On feed April 1 1/ . . . . . . . . . . . 11,704    12,640    11,415    12,206    12,441    12,596    12,245    9,207  -24.8       

Feeder cattle outside

  feedlots on April 1 . . . . . . . . . . 23,103    22,910    24,624    24,859    24,746    25,499    26,407    28,575  8.2       

On farms July 1:

  Calves < 500 lbs. . . . . . . . . . . . 29,400    29,600    29,900    30,300    31,300    32,000    31,700    30,800  -2.8       

  Steers over 500 lbs. . . . . . . . . . 14,100    14,600    14,800    14,900    15,200    15,400    15,100    14,600  -3.3       

  Heifers over 500 lbs. 2/ . . . . . . 6,900    7,200    7,000    7,300    7,500    8,000    8,100    8,200  1.2       

    Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 50,400    51,400    51,700    52,500    54,000    55,400    54,900    53,600  -2.4       

On feed July 1 1/ . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,242    11,144    10,389    11,039    10,578    11,140    9,741    10,839  11.3       

Feeder cattle outside

  feedlots on July 1 . . . . . . . . . . . 40,158    40,256    41,311    41,461    43,422    44,260    45,159    42,761  -5.3       

Slaughter July-September:

  Calves . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430    341    329    289    312    361    469    396  -15.6       
  Steers & heifers . . . . . . . . . . . . 6,919    7,052    6,930    7,017    7,269    7,657    7,169    7,532  5.1       

    Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7,349    7,393    7,259    7,306    7,581    8,018    7,638    7,928  3.8       

On feed October 1 1/ . . . . . . . . . 10,619    10,097    10,500    11,239    10,729    10,946    11,001    12,083  9.8       

Feeder cattle outside
  feedlots on October 1 . . . . . . . . 32,432    33,910    33,941    33,955    35,690    36,436    36,261    33,589  -7.4       

1/ Estimated U.S. steers and heifers. 2/ Not including heifers for cow replacement.  3/ 1995-1997 data revised to incorporate July 1 U.S., and 12 State data.
SOURCE: CATTLE AND SHEEP OUTLOOK, ERS, USDA, November 19, 1997.
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